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THE WATER COOLER

On top of stars’
world in the Hub

Because he's got the wlti-
mate backstage — 100
feet In the air abave such acts
as the i i
Asrasmith
Jimmy Callapan's friends as-
sume his workday ls a live

blend of MTV and VHL But |

to their sarprise, he seldom
even bothers 1o waich the
CONCErts.

THE WORKING STIFF
Darren Garnick

Callanan, a 30-year veteran
of the entertainment business,
is too staring at the cell-
ing. As the chief rigger in de-
mand by venues such as the
TD Banknorth Garden, Gil-
lette Stadium and the pew
Blmurlﬂom'enﬁnﬂ&'ﬁﬂﬂliv

Simenre,

“The last thing [ want to do
i see the show” says Cal-
lanan, whose South Boston

:‘;ﬁamm‘*ﬁ
a B cOndeTL pays
During the filming of
The Perfect Storm,’
his crew played a lot

of 3-on-3 baskethall
with George Clooney.

want to rest, because in a few
bours, we need to take # all
down. " )
“MNothing is ever routine.
You can pever let yourself get
hla:'tdi:iﬂh.l.'benjl*w:
nging heavy equipment
aver the heads of some of the
most famous people in the

world, My stomach ks always

churning until all our stull &

back on the ground safely.
“In this business, you only

infra- get one mistake.”

Amcng his crariest assign-

MEnts was 2 mioborcy-
cle dowm A% the top
balcony of the Boston Garden
ta the for an Acrosmith
concert a few back. He's
also lowered profeasional
wrestlers into the ring from
100 feet in the air, using a

forklift as a counterweight.
Callanan his career
in the late I while he was

Everaity He fooed. the sege
rersiny. . stage
crews &t area theaters and
Mg I:.:b«tm a5 a roadie
wi Boston Symphony
Orchestra amd Boston Pops —
seiting wp for shows in 20
couniries.

Ide e k nfn;:
alder guys ak me w
they have to wear one now.”
though he insists he's
n_:wr?mchdummn
rigger does onte same

utu-u FHOTO BY ILYA MIEMAN
ABOVE THE SPOTLIGHT: Jimmy Callanan has beon the
chial rigger for loads of concerts, but he seldam watchas.

At the old Boston Garden,
singer Bruce Spri ) OnE
suck his in the m
thee office) 3t
ir AUEOETA
the wall Callanan h&dm
section of wall carefully re-
maved during the demodition,
intending to display it in his
Mglﬂ{mmﬂ;h! !\mnr!bﬂm
~The
Perfect  Storm,” his  crew
layed & lot of 3-00-3 basket-
with Clooney, and
they fit in saftball games with
Steve Martin and Goldie
Hawm in between scenes af

“House Sitters.”

“Sometimes this job is a lot
like summer camp,” Callarnan
jokes.

More recent  Hollywood
gigs for JCalpre have invalved
transforming the spacious
lobby of the avEr-
tion & Exhibition Center bnto
Las Vegas' McCarran Interna-
o R e

FAm m
"2" and mhm.ris’c les de
Gaulle Infernational Al
for the upcoming 'T'i.l'l.km
ther 27
Away from hanging cele-

o

STAFF PHOTO BY MARK GAEFINKEL

BALANCING ACT: Vateran rigger Jimmy Callanan recently helped transform the Boston
Convention & Exhibition Center into airport scenes for two different movies.

brity spotlights, Callapan and almost every arena in the Working S5 column nans

has no desire to partake in world,” he shrugs. “1 don't every Wednesday, Check
recreational climbing on  need to climb any rocks.” ot the Working Stiff blog at
the weekends. wanwbastorherald comy”

‘Tve scaled the Astrodome Darren Gamick’s “The



